‘1@
Alé'

=< NEWS

L y
} o
[ 3 CCREDITATIC €
CONTACT: Fran Clader Office of Media Relations
(916) 843-3310 601 N. 7th Street

Sacramento, CA 95811

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 11, 2011 11-13

THERE'S SAFETY IN EDUCATION FOR STATE'S SENIOR DRIV_ERS

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — California’s senior citizen polation is one of the fastest growing
driving-age demographics in the state. Accordmthe California Department of Finance, there
will be more than six million seniors aged 65 andrdby the year 2020 in this state.

“Getting older does not mean the end of a persaivgng days,” said California Highway Patrol
(CHP) Commissioner Joe Farrow. “It's the perfatietto evaluate, improve and maintain the
safety and mobility of California’s senior drivers.

With more and more seniors taking to the roadsyeyear, the CHP has received a federal grant
that will not only help educate senior drivers aade their awareness about how to keep safe on
the roads, but will ultimately assist in the CHRission of saving lives.

The overall goal of theKeeping Everyone Safe (KEYS) gfant is to reduce the number of fatal
and injury collisions caused by senior drivers (a8 and over) within CHP jurisdiction by
5 percent by Sept. 30, 2011.

To achieve this goal the CHP will launch a statewpdblic education and awareness campaign
focusing on senior traffic safety and mobility. I&@sion and radio public service
announcements and community-based committees evésbablished. These committees will
collaborate to assess the issues most relevaahtorgrivers and to make recommendations to
address the needs of the senior driving commuriityese committees will include members
from public and private organizations, including/lanforcement, health and aging
professionals, transportation agency representasiad other interested parties. In addition,
CHP personnel will conduct public awareness anaa&tlhnal presentations statewide.

“With California’s senior population doubling inz& by 2020, we need to take care of our older
drivers, passengers and pedestrians using our eyadivadded Commissioner Farrow.

This grant is presented in collaboration with tredifGrnia Department of Motor Vehicles.

Funding for the¢Keeping Everyone Safe (KEYS) ljitant was provided by the California Office
of Traffic Safety through the National Highway TirafSafety Administration.
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